
Otterburn Parish Council – Parish Clerk’s Report
8 February, 2017 – 22 February, 2017

Item 4b: Lydia Speakman, Revitalising Redesdale Project: Lydia will provide an update on the current proposed 
projects. You will be asked to consider whether these are all appropriate and if any others should be considered as well as 
what action the Parish Council can take to support the work. A link to the projects and Revitalising Redesdale website can be
found via http://www.parish-council.com/Otterburn/news.asp

Item 5a: Pedestrian and traffic safety through the village: I am still seeking an update from Neil Snowdon (NCC) on the
timescales for installation of the traffic calming and that funding is still available. Meantime Cllr Riddle has had some 
reassurance indicating that his budget that is already committed for projects would be safe after the May elections.   

Item 5b: Millennium Green – future planning: I have made arrangements for the shrubs to be delivered the week of 13 
March. You need to consider a date for planting and how best to attract volunteers to help. 

Item 5c: Ray Wind update: I attended a meeting on 16 February where it was confirmed Community Foundation have 
been appointed to manage the funds. The expected annual figures of £250,000 will be split into three main categories. Whilst
the amount in each is still to be confirmed and will be flexible over the 20+ years of the funding the categories will be 1) 
Small grants / projects 2) Larger projects e.g. broadband, roofing a village hall, community transport and 3) Legacy fund to 
help provide funding beyond the lifetime of the wind farm. The application process will be available to share in the next 
couple of months and you need to consider how best to ‘advertise’ the funding availability across the parish.

Item 5d: Additional Play Area equipment: I have received an email from Proludic who will be supplying and installing the
new equipment, seeking confirmation that payment will be made from the Parish Council. I am liaising with Jenny Tinlin for 
receipt of the funds raised to the Parish Council bank account. 

Item 5e: May Council elections: I am hoping to have received by the meeting further details and the nomination forms for
those wishing to stand at the elections. You will be asked to consider how to publicise this topic across the parish. 

Item 5f: Village tidy-up: The date has been agreed as 25 March for this at 10.00 outside the Memorial Hall. You will be 
asked to consider how we attract volunteers to help with the event. 

Item 5g: Litterbin outside the public toilets: I await confirmation of the costing and timescale for new bin. You agreed to
have one installed of the same type as that in the Play Area. It is likely to be £120 for the metal post and £20 for the bin. The
Parish Council would need to make its own arrangements to concrete the bin into the ground.

Item 5h: Rothbury Community Hospital: The consultation is now available until 25 April and can be found via the 
following link http://www.northumberlandccg.nhs.uk/get-involved/RCHconsultation/

Item 5i: Stone seat repair and relocation: A further two estimates should be provided in addition to the £4,000 provided 
at the last meeting. You will be asked to consider the merit of this proposal as well as how it could be funded if to go ahead. 

Item 6b: Payment of invoice for Trees Please Ltd: As previously agreed the shrubs have been ordered. You will need to 
agree the payment of the invoice for £165 plus VAT. Additionally there will be either a £25 or £40 delivery charge (unless 
someone is able to collect) The £40 charge will guarantee a delivery date that can fit in with agreed time for planting.   

Item 7a: 16NP0113/114/115 & 116: Construction of holiday lodge (lodges 17, 18, 31 & 32): Otterburn Hall Estate: 
You objected to these four planning  applications at the last meeting based on the lack of evidence that the infrastructure of 
clean and fowl water supplies was able to cope with the existing properties on the estate. Also you expressed concern that 
you had seen no evidence of promised changes being made. I have shared the NNPA Planning response and you will be 
asked to consider if you wish to comment or take any further action. 

Item 7b: 17NP0019: Construction of timber decking (retrospective) at Lodge 11, Otterburn Hall Estate, NE19 1HE:
You will be asked to comment on this application details of which I have shared with you. 

Item 8a: Bellingham pharmacy - possible outreach service in Otterburn: I have been advised that the pharmacist, 
Shami Neah, is willing to provide a weekly ‘drop-in’ service at the Memorial Hall since the confirmation the GP service has 
permanently stopped. The proposal would be a different weekly topic e.g. diabetic, heart conditions, asthma, high blood 
pressure. Whilst he would not be able to provide the same service as a GP he could talk about living with conditions and 
medicines. Before starting the service he wishes to establish whether it would be something that local people may use.  

Item 8b: Rubbish and debris at Otterburn Hall: A local resident has contacted me raising concern over the amount of 
rubble & soil lying about at the Otterburn Hall Estate. It is believed to be in respect of the lodges being built but the resident
is concerned and wonder if there are assurances this will be made to look good after building is complete.

Item 8c: County Council Planning Enforcement team: I have received and shared the details of the team. They have 
recently updated the enforcement section of the NCC website, the purpose of which is to “provide an easy and effective way to 
report planning breaches and to provide a brief overview of what the team do”. This can be found at 
http://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Planning/Planning-monitoring-and-enforcement.aspx#whatisenforcement and their 
email address is planningenforcement@northumberland.gov.uk . Abbie Nendick is the Senior Enforcement Officer.
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